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modern creed of 'getting rich quick'. As usually'
happens in an age of vigorous experiment and swift
expansion, the old order was decried and everything
new accepted as a foretaste of heaven. Naturally,
then, the political theorist would regard the once-
adored simplicity as utter barbarism and an orderly,
organized, contractual community as the noblest device
of civilization.
By Thomas Hobbes of Malmesbury this conception
was  carried to  its  logical conclusion,  and  with  his
position,  both  practical  and  philosophical,   we   shall
shortly deal.    In the meantime we  find the growth
of the contractual idea plainly marked in Elizabethan
ideology long before the great struggle over the Divine
Right of Kings drove every thoughtful person to con-
sider the basis of society and to formulate a philosophy
of government either by or against consent.    Richard
Hooker published in  1594 his  Laws  of Ecclesiastical
Polity, a work which was not only a contribution to
theological controversy,   but   which  ranged   at   large
over the wide fields of social theory.    In the tenth
section of the first book he outlines the Social Contract
in a quite unmistakable fashion.    ' Two foundations
there are which bear up public societies ;   the one, a
natural inclination,  whereby all men  desire sociable
life and fellowship;  the other, an order expressly, or
secretly, agreed upon touching the manner of their
Union in living together/   And later :   ' To take away
all such mutual grievances, injuries, and wrongs there
was no way but only by growing unto composition
and agreement among themselves, by ordaining some
kind of government public, and by yielding themselves
subject  thereunto;    that   unto   whom   they  granted
authority to rule  and  govern,  by them  the   peace,
tranquillity, and happy estate of the rest might be